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Erlendur Haraldsson — Biographisches

Erlendur Haraldsson

Erlendur Haraldsson ist emeritierter Professor flr Psychologie an der Universitéat
von Island, Reykjavik, Studium der Philosophie an den Universitaten von Island,
Kopenhagen, Edinburg und Freiburg 1955-58. Schriftsteller und Journalist 1959-
63. Studium der Psychologie an der Universitat Freiburg und an der Universitéat
Minchen. Psychologie im Jahr 1969. Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter am Institut
fur Parapsychologie in Durham, N. C. 1969-70, Praktikum in der Klinischen
Psychologie am Department of Psychiatry, Universitat von Virginia in
Charlottesville 1970-71. Ph.D. In Psychologie von der Universitat Freiburg im Jahr
1972 (Prof. Hans Bender), Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter an der American
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Society for Psychical Research (ASPR) 1972-74. Danach in der Abteilung flr
Psychologie an der Universitéat von Island. Gastprofessor an der Universitat von
Virginia, 1982-83, und am Institut fir Grenzgebiete der Psychologie und
Psychohygiene in Freiburg 1993-95. Dr. Erlendur Haraldsson hat zahlreiche
wissenschaftliche Artikel und Buchkapitel veroffentlicht und ist Autor
mehrsprachiger Bucher, von denen flinf in englischer Sprache erschienen sind,
drei in deutscher Sprache und einige in anderen Sprachen.
Erlendur Haraldsson spricht flieRend Deutsch.

Erlendur Haraldsson is professor emeritus of psychology at the University of
Iceland. Studied philosophy at the universities of Iceland, Copenhagen, Edinburgh
and Freiburg 1955-58. Writer and journalist 1959-63. Studied psychology at the
University of Freiburg and University of Munich where he obtained the Dipl. Psych.
in 1969. Research fellow at the Institute of Parapsychology in Durham, N. C. 1969-
70, internship in clinical psychology at the Department of Psychiatry, University of
Virginia in Charlottesville 1970-71. Ph.D. in psychology from the University of
Freiburg in 1972 (Prof. Hans Bender). Research associate at the American
Society for Psychical Research (ASPR) 1972-74. After that in the Department of
Psychology at the University of Iceland. Visiting professor at the University of
Virginia, 1982-83, and at the Institute for Frontier Areas of Psychologie and Mental
Health (IGPP Institut fur Grenzgebiete der Psychologie und Psychohygiene) in
Freiburg 1993-95. Dr. Haraldsson has published numerous scientific articles and
book chapters, and is author of a series of books, five of which are published in
English, three in German and some in other languages.
Erlendur Haraldsson speaks fluent German.
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‘Der Tod — ein neuer Anfang?

Visionen und Erfahrungen an der Schwelle des Seins'
gleichnamiger Buchtitel (Originaltitel: 'At the Hour of Death'), Erlendur Haraldsson,
Karlis Osis
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Es ist eine alte Beobachtung, dass todkranke Patienten manchmal Visionen oder
halluzinatorische Erlebnisse haben, kurz bevor sie sterben. Karlis Osis und
Erlendur Haraldsson fiihrten eine grol3e Vergleichsstudie in den USA und Indien
durch, die diese Beobachtung in zwei grol3en Landern mit sehr unterschiedlichen
Kulturen und Religionen bestatigte. Die Studie basierte auf Interviews mit Uber
400 Arzten und Krankschwestern, in beiden Landern, tiber deren Beobachtungen
sterbender Patienten, die kurz vor ihrem Tod von Visionen verstorbener
Verwandter oder Engelwesen berichteten. Fir gewohnlich sagten diese
jenseitigen Besucher der sterbenden Person, dass sie gekommen seien, um sie
‘abzuholen’. Danach waren die Patienten 'bereit zu gehen', und ihre Stimmung
und ihr Wohlbefinden hellten sich auf. Dies schien unabhéngig vom
medizinischen Zustand des Patienten zu geschehen, wie Faktoren, die manchmal
zu Halluzinationen fiihren. Hatten die Patienten kleine Einblicke in ein Leben
erfahren, das auf sie wartete? Viele Falle von Sterbebettvisionen und
verschiedene Moglichkeiten und Interpretationen werden beschrieben und
diskutiert. In einem Buch wurden die Ergebnisse in dieser ersten wirklich
wissenschaftlichen Untersuchung der Erfahrungen des Sterbens At the Hour of
Death (Der Tod - ein neuer Anfang) zusammengefasst.

It is an old observation that sometimes terminally ill patients have visionary or
hallucinatory experiences shortly before they die. Karlis Osis and Erlendur
Haraldsson conducted a major comparative study in USA and India which
confirmed this observation across these two great countries with widely different
religions and cultures. The study was based on interviews with over 400
physicians and nurses in each country about their observations of dying patients
who told of visions of deceased relatives or angelic beings shortly before they
died. Ususally these otherworldly visitors told the dying person that they had come
to take them away. After that the patients were ,ready to go“ and their mood and
well-being often became elevated. This seemed to occur independant of the
medical condition of the patient, such as factors which sometimes lead to
hallucinations. Were the patients observing glimpses of a life that was waiting
ahead of them? Many cases and various possibilities and interpretations will be
described and discussed. The results are reported in this first truly scientific
investigation of the experiences of the dying At the hour of death.
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Erlendur Haraldsson (left) with Karlis Osis (right) and two Indian colleagues,
Parmeshwar Dayal of Allahabad and Jamuna Prasad.
India in 1973.
They assisted us in our survey of deathbed-visions as
we interviewing physicians and nurses in Indian hospitals.
See Osis & Haraldsson, 1977. Bildquelle: EH

In 1971, Erlendur Haraldsson co-authored with Karlis Osis the book At the Hour
of Death, describing research into deathbed visions in the United States and India
that they interpreted as more consistent with the hypothesis of a transition
experience than with the 'extinction hypothesis'. Their data collection methods
drew criticism from the scientific community. According to Terence Hines: Osis
and Haraldsson’s (1977) study was based on replies received from ten thousand
guestionnaires sent to doctors and nurses in the United States and India. Only 6.4
percent were returned. Since it was the doctors and nurses who were giving the
reports, not the patients who had, presumably, actually had the experience, the
reports were secondhand. This means they had passed through two highly fallible
and constructive human memory systems (the doctor’s or nurse’s and the actual
patient’s) before reaching Osis and Haraldsson.
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Wir kdnnen sicher sein, dass der Korper den Tod nicht Gberlebt. Sobald das Herz
aufhort, Blut zu zirkulieren, wird das Gehirn nicht mehr gendhrt und beginnt zu
zerfallen. Auf der Grundlage von medizinischen Beweisen scheint es, dass
innerhalb einer Viertelstunde die Personlichkeit irreparabel zerstort wird und das
Individuum aufhort zu existieren. Aber jetzt gibt es wissenschaftliche Beweise fur
ein Leben nach dem Tod.

Die Forscher Karlis Osis, Ph.D und Erlendur Haraldsson, Ph.D haben
Uberzeugende Beweise zusammengestellt, die darauf hindeuten, dass wir als
bewusste Wesen den physischen Tod Uberleben.

Dieses Buch ist das Produkt von umfangreichen Interviews von tiber 1.000 Arzten
und Krankenschwestern, die anwesend waren, wenn Falle von 'post-mortem
existence' aufgetreten sind. Umfangreiche = Computeranalysen ihrer
Beobachtungen wurden gemacht.

Die Ergebnisse werden in dieser ersten wirklich wissenschatftlichen Erforschung
der Erfahrungen des Sterbens At the Hour of Death berichtet.
Was diese Arzte und Krankenschwestern erlebt haben, kann nicht durch
medizinische, psychologische, kulturelle oder andere Konditionierung erklart
werden. Dennoch kann es die grundlegende Frage der menschlichen Existenz
beantworten.

We can be certain that the body does not survive death. Once the heart stops
circulating blood, the brain is no longer nourished and begins to decay. On the
basis of medical evidence it would seem that, within a quarter of an hour, the
personality is irreparably destroyed and the individual ceases to exist. But now
there is mounting scientific evidence for a life after death.
In At the Hour of Death, veteran psychical researchers Karlis Osis, Ph.D and
Erlendur Haraldsson, Ph.D collated compelling evidence that suggests we, as
conscious beings, do survive physical death.

This book is the product of extensive interviews of over 1,000 doctors and nurses
who have been present when cases of ‘post-mortem existence' have occurred.
Extensive computer analyses of their observations have been made.
The results are reported in this first truly scientific investigation of the experiences
of the dying At the Hour of Death.

What these doctors and nurses have witnessed cannot be explained away by
medical, psychological, cultural, or other conditioning. Yet it may answer the
fundamental question of human existence.

--> read more
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We can be certain that the body does noft survive death. Once the heart stops
circulating blood, the brain is no longer nourished and begins fo decay. On the
basis of medical evidence it would seem that, within a quarter of an hour, the
personality is ireparably destroyed and the individual ceases to exist. But now
there is mounting scientific evidence for a life after death.

This book is the product of extensive interviews of over 1,000 doctors and

nurses who have been present when cases of “post-mortem existence” have
occurred. Extensive computer analyses of their observations have been made.
The results are reported in this first truly scientific investigation of the experiences
of the dying at the hour of death.

What these doctors and nurses have witnessed cannot be explained away by
medical, psychological, cultural, or other conditioning. Yet it may answer the
fundamental question of human existence.

“Finally, a book that probes death and dying with modern research
techniques. Osis and Haraldsson present compelling evidence that the death-
bed is the gateway to another existence. The visions of the dying appear to be
not hallucinations but glimpses through the windows of eternity.”

- Alan Vaughan, editor of New Reaiities Magazine

"A major contribution to the scientific study of the question of post-mortem
existence."
- Raymond A. Moody, M.D., author of Life After Life

! | Left to right, the authors in India:
Erlendur Haraldsson, Parmeshwar Dayal,

Dr. Jamuna Prasad, Dr. Karlis Osis.
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,der Frage eines Lebens nach: dem Tode .«
Dr. med. Raymond A. Moody '
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Mit einer EinfiUhrung von Dr. Elisabeth Kubler-Ross



Editions 'At the Hour of Death' (engl., deutsch)

(1977). Atthe hour of death. New York: Avon Books. Introduction: Elisabeth
Kibler-Ross

(1978) Der Tod ein neuer Anfang . Freiburg i. Br.: Bauer Verlag. Einfihrung:
Elisabeth Kiibler-Ross

(1986) At the hour of death. Revised edition.

(1987) Der Tod - ein neuer Anfang . Freiburg: Esotera Taschenblticherei, Verlag
Hermann Bauer.

(1990) At the hour of death. Revised edition. Third Printing. New York: Hastings
House (Time Life Books: Collector's Library of the Unknown).

(1997) At the Hour of Death. Third Edition. Norwalk, CT: Hastings
House.

(2012). At the hour of death. Revised edition. UK and USA: White Crow
Books.

Other languages
India, Iran, Japan, Italy, France, Holland, Norway, Iceland, Spain,
Portugal, Sweden, French Canada

Links
Website E. H.

Lecture YouTube 'What will you see when you die?"

Zusammenfassung des Vortrags vom 07. 04. 2014, Osterreichische
Gesellschaft fur Parapsychologie und Grenzbereiche der Wissenschaften

'Der Tod - ein heuer Anfang? Empirische Argumente aus der Forschung fur und
gegen das Weiterleben nach dem Tode'

Vortragsausschnitt, Gesa Drdge
Barrett, Kiibler-Ross, Guggenheim, Erlendur Haraldsson u. Karlis Osis):
Sterbebettvisionen, Deathbed Visions, Afterdeath Contacts
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At The Hour of Death - Look inside:
amazon.de amazon.com amazon.co.uk
White Crow Books

Veranstaltung auf Facebook

Erlendur Haraldsson

Kontakt/Fragen/Informationen
Gesa Droge, Ehrenamtliche Koordinatorin Freundeskreis Hospiz Liineburg e. V.

gesadroege@arcor.de
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